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Asia's population is aging rapidly and its fertility rate ( ) ( ) ( ) historic
lows. Experts say the trend could pose severe economic and social challenges ( )
( ) ( ). Governments are racing to defuse this demographic time bomb.
Hong Kong has ( ) ( ) ( ) lowest fertility rates ( ) ( )
( ). People aged 65 ( ) ( ) account for about 11 percent of the city's

population and their numbers are increasing. In roughly 25 years, elderly people will

( ) ( ) a quarter of Hong Kong's population.
The United Nations estimates the number of elderly people in Asia ( )
( ) ( ) triple by 2050. By then, the average age in Asia will be 40 years.

Professor Andrew Mason, head of the University of Hawaii's population studies
program, says the trend is unprecedented. "We have never ( ) in the world

experienced such rapid aging, such large numbers of population at the retirement ages."
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