Science for Inquiring Minds
Unit 03: How do People Survive Lightning Strikes?
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(4) “Many lightning survivors owe their lives to . . . water.” (1. 39-40) £ ST\ 5
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(1) Lightning is nothing more than a long spark of static electricity, like the spark
you get when you shuffle across a carpet and then touch the doorknob. (11. 12-14)

(2) The same thing happens inside a turbulent thundercloud, except you’ve got water
droplets rubbing against ice crystals. The rubbing generates a massive electrical
charge, which is eventually released as lightning. (11. 21-24)
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